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‘Orange’
 Royal Netherlands Air force Demo Team 
WWW.F16DEMOTEAM.NL

The Team:
The Display Pilot is Captain Ralph ‘Sheik’ Aarts. 

Ralph is 29 years old. Ralph has been in the air force since 1997 and now he has got over 1300 F16 flight hours. He is a member of the 313 squadron at Volkel Airbase. 
This is his second year as Demo Pilot for the Royal Netherlands Air force.

The Display Coach is Captain Bram ‘Bitch’ Versteeg. 

Bram is 30 years old. Bram has been in the air force since 1996.  He has got over 1100 F16 flight hours and is a  member of the 311 squadron at Volkel Airbase.

This is his first year as Demo Coach for the team 2007-2008 of the Royal Netherlands Air force.

The support team exists out of highly trained specialists. They make it happen that Sheik can perform his stunning demo show for you today.

Their names are:

Sergeant Major Rinus Michels

First Sergeant Dave Eisinger

First Sergeant Gerrit van de Voorde

And for extra support:

​​​​​​​​​​​___________________tbd________________     

___________________________________     

___________________________________     

If you want to read all about the adventures of the F16 demo team visit : WWW.F16DEMOTEAM.NL
The Plane:
General:

This Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon is the Dutch  multirole jet fighter aircraft originally developed by General Dynamics for the United States Air Force. Designed as a lightweight fighter, it evolved into a successful multirole aircraft. The F-16 is the largest Western fighter program with over 4,000 aircraft built since production started in 1976. Though no longer produced for the US Air Force, it is still produced for export. 
The Fighting Falcon is a dogfighter with innovations including a frameless, bubble canopy for better visibility, side-mounted control stick to ease control while under high g-forces, and reclined seat to reduce the effect of g-forces on the pilot. It was also the first fighter aircraft deliberately built to sustain 9-g turns. It has a thrust-to-weight ratio greater than one, providing enough power to climb and accelerate vertically - if necessary. Although the F-16's official name is "Fighting Falcon", it is known to the pilots as the "Viper".

Technical:
General characteristics
· Crew: 1

· Length: 49 ft 5 in (14.8 m)

· Wingspan: 32 ft 8 in (9.8 m)

· Height: 16 ft (4.8 m)

· Empty weight: 18,200 lb (8,270 kg)

· Loaded weight: 26,500 lb (12,000 kg)

· Max takeoff weight: 42,300 lb (19,200 kg)

· Powerplant: 1× Pratt & Whitney F100-PW-220 afterburning turbofan
· Dry thrust: 14,590 lbf (64.9 kN)

· Thrust with afterburner: 23,770 lbf (105.7 kN)

Performance
· Maximum speed:
· At sea level: Mach 1.2 (915 mph, 1,460 km/h)

· At altitude: Mach 2+ (1,500 mph, 2,414 km/h)

· Combat radius: 340 NM (295 mi, 550 km) on a hi-lo-hi mission with six 1,000 lb (450 kg) bombs

· Ferry range: >2,100 NM (2,420 NM, 3,900 km)

· Service ceiling 48,000 ft (15,239 m)

· Rate of climb: 50,000 ft/min (254 m/s)

· Wing loading: 88.2 lb/ft² (431 kg/m²)

· Thrust/weight: 1.1

Sheik’s aircraft:
The plane demonstrating for you is the Netherlands F16 MLU, Mid Life Update. With advanced improved Avionics over the original Block 15 airframe. The J-055 is painted in the colours of the Demo team, simulating a Bullet flying through the air with the super sonic shockwave behind it.
Operational the Dutch F16’s are currently flying out of Kandahar supporting the ISAF mission in the eastern region. The Netherlands air force has been supporting troops deployed in Afghanistan since 2003. Now they fly with the newest upgraded version the M4.3 airplanes, with Link 16, JHMCS (helmet mounted sights) and the new JDAM GPS guided bombs.

If you want to read all about the adventures of the F16 demo team visit : WWW.F16DEMOTEAM.NL
The show:
The Demo show 2008 is a new show; demonstrating the limits of the F16 and of the pilot flying it. There are 3 show types, for good and degrading weather. High show, Medium Show and Low show. The only difference between the High and Medium show is the spiral which is not flown in the Medium Show. The Low show has a different flow of manoeuvres.
During his manoeuvres Sheik will display for you the following manoeuvres:
Short field takeoff

Barrel roll

Offset Loop

Cuban Eight

Max rate turn

Slowflight 

Min radius turn

Highspeed pass into spiral up and down

8 points hesitation roll

Square turn

Touch and go

Dirty Roll

High speed pass  - 0.95 Mach 

Dragchute landing

Short field landing

This all with a stunning minimum altitude of 300 Feet (90 meters) and during the High speed pass 100 Feet (30 meters).

His show is flown with two smoke winders and with Flare programmed in the 3.1.3. order to give his manoeuvres an even more aggressive attitude. 

If you want to read all about the adventures of the F16 demo team visit : WWW.F16DEMOTEAM.NL
Our Bear ‘Leo’
The RNLAF F-16 Demoteam will try to raise money this year for KIKA.
KIKA (Kinderen Kankervrij, children cancer free) is a foundation who helps to fight cancer among children by providing funds for research.
	 We will try to raise money for KIKA in three ways.

- Profit out of the web shop

- Dressing people in flight suit with helmet on some air shows and allow them to take pictures of that next to an F-16

- KIKA flying bear auction at the end of the year


	 



	The KIKA bear "Leo" has its own pilot-logbook and will fly, has flown, with most of the demoteams we encounter(ed) this year. At the end of the season we will sell "Leo" the bear with its logbook, pictures and stories book to the highest bidder.

We will write about the adventures of our KIKA bear "Leo" on our website in the News section.
Hopefully we will succeed this year and raise a fair amount of money for this foundation that does a great job. The bidding for our flying KIKA-bear starts now. We will show the highest bid of the moment on our site. (bids can be made via the contact form)

If you are interested in the work of KIKA or want to buy their bear, please check the official website of KIKA by clicking their logo on www.f16demoteam.nl.
 

	
	


Did you know ?
· Besides doing the Demo Sheik is, just like the coaches, still an Operational Fighter Pilot in his own Squadron at Volkel Airbase

· Orange and black coloured F16 demo team strings are available at our stand

· In Leo’s free time he hangs out with Royalties 
· Leo has never puked in during all the displays he has flown with
· Leo never puked but, he admitted being nauseous during Sheiks F16 demo
· Sheiks 11 minute show can be physically compared to running a marathon
· When getting applause after a show Sheik blushes 

·  Leo is a proud to have so many fans and he loves to go and have pictures taken with them

· Near our stand Stickers and Poster can be found provided by our team before, during and after the show
· The Tiger is the official logo of the F16 Demo team and Orange the colour

· Orange is also the Callsign when flying for the Dutch F16 demo
· The demo team will go and perform also in the USA this year, at the home base of the Thunderbirds in Las Vegas
· Our website: www.f16demoteam.nl is updated every day !!
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